"Nouveaux Talents": RTS to Showcase Rising Stars of Classical Music Live and In Front of an Audience
Lausanne, October 1, 2024 – RTS Espace 2 will take advantage of the superb acoustics of La Chaux-de-Fonds concert hall to offer young artists, aged 25 to 30, a unique platform to launch their careers in the demanding world of classical music. Beginning on Sunday, October 20, eight concerts will be held in collaboration with the Société de Musique de La Chaux-de-Fonds, giving these talented musicians the opportunity to perform live in front of an audience.
For the new generation of classical musicians to establish themselves on major stages, they need both visibility and the chance to engage with an audience and the media. This is the goal of RTS Espace 2’s "Nouveaux Talents" concert series: to provide some of Switzerland’s finest emerging classical artists – from soloists to chamber musicians – with an exceptional springboard to success.
On Sunday, October 20, RTS will host these young artists at the prestigious La Chaux-de-Fonds concert hall, a cultural heritage site and one of the most renowned venues. The public is invited to a Carte Blanche concert at 5:00 PM, which will also be broadcast live on RTS Espace 2. Following this inaugural concert, seven more "Nouveaux Talents" concerts will take place monthly through May 2025, again in collaboration with the Société de Musique de La Chaux-de-Fonds.
"It is a key public service mission to showcase the excellence of our young performers by offering them such a remarkable challenge," emphasizes Alexandre Barrelet, Program Director of RTS Espace 2.
The selection of soloists was made by an expert team at RTS, based on criteria including age, career stage, stage presence, and the creativity of their program. While Swiss nationality is not a requirement, it is an asset. Soloists recognized by public service media in French-speaking countries are also featured in the series.
2024-2025 soloists:
· Anna Egholm: A captivating violinist and former student of HEMU Lausanne, who has just released her debut album. Concert on Sunday, October 20, 2024, at 5:00 PM.
· Donatien Bachmann: A Geneva-trained bassoonist who describes himself as "curious, restless, and creative." Concert on Sunday, November 24, 2024, at 5:00 PM.
· Julien Beautemps: A versatile and imaginative French accordionist, arranger across genres, and winner of the 2023 Prix Jeunes Solistes from public service media in French-speaking countries. Concert on Sunday, December 8, 2024, at 5:00 PM.
· Sophie Negoïta: A radiant Swiss soprano already gracing opera stages in Geneva and Salzburg. Concert on Sunday, February 9, 2025, at 5:00 PM.
· Amia Janicki: A young violinist trained in Geneva, winner of numerous international competitions, and involved in many interdisciplinary projects (dance, film). Concert on Sunday, March 9, 2025, at 5:00 PM.
· Tjasha Gafner: A Lausanne-born harpist currently performing on major European stages. Winner of the 2022 Prix Jeunes Solistes of the public service media in French-speaking countries. Concert on Sunday, March 23, 2025, at 5:00 PM.
· Héléna Macherel: A flutist from Lausanne, a graduate of the Juilliard School in New York, recently appointed principal flutist of the Baden-Baden Philharmonic Orchestra. Concert on Sunday, May 4, 2025, at 5:00 PM.
· Iris Scialom: A versatile violinist interested in historical instruments, contemporary music, Indian music, and opera. Concert on Sunday, May 18, 2025, at 5:00 PM.

